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In Millersburg. |

By JEAN STUNER

Holmes County Farmers -
Rebelled Against Draft

1f the statue standing in the demonstrations, little has
courthouse square in Millers-/changed, except perhaps the
burg could hear it would prob-|method. Just as the government
ably nod its head in apprecia-|took issue then, so it does now

tion of the comments about
draft evasion and rioting made

with a threat of immediate

by the people passing below.
The young Civil War soldier had
problems like those in his day
too. Similar thoughts have sure-
1y crossed the minds of the men
fighting in Vietman about our
modern day draft card burners
and demonstrators.

Tn 1863 there were no draft|
cards to burn and the farmers
of Holmes County didnt know
how 1o picket. The only feeling
they had was one of resentment
against the Conscription Act of
1863, passed on May 12. It
provided for the drafting for
military service of men from
ages 20 through 45.

Southern sympathizers, who
numbered many in Holmes
County, considered it unconsti-
tutional. They were especially
resentful of the means of en-
forcement by a provost mar-
shal in each congressional dis-
rict appointing a deputy for
every county.

Not only Holmes County re-
Dbelled, troops were necessary to
protect the draft deputies who|
went into Knox, Morrow, and
Crawford Counties. Holmes|
County was the only one in Ohio
where resistance resulted in
armed rebellion.

Holmes County had the cor-
rect atmosphere for a rebellion.
French Ridge, where the battie

of Fort Fizzle took place, was
home to the Richland County|
French. Their neighbors were
German and Swiss. In Eastern
Holmes County, the Amish and!

T ion_info active ser-
vice for the deferred studetits
who demonstrate against the
draft.

All that Temains of Fort
Fizzle, located three miles south
of Glenmont on County Road'6,
is the crumbles of the old stone
house used as a fortress by the
rebels. Cows graze around the
oid fort and drink from the
stream stemming from the
spring so vividly described in
the accounts of the battle of
Fort Fizzle.

The underground passage way
used to escape from the ‘house
tothe long cabin and its
auxiliary escape to the orchard
are almost completely covered
with refuse.

Holmes Countians aren’t quite
sure and have to think a minute
when asked for directions to the
old fort. Maybe that’s because
of the tendancy people have to
forget things that have unpieas-
ant connotations,

Newspapers played an im-
portant part in the uprising of
1863, the same as they do today.
Without press coverage and
notoriety of the television cami-
eras, many feel the anti-war
demonstrations  staged today
would not be So attractive to
the participants. What fun is the
show, with out an audience?

The press adopted an unnsual
policy concerning the Battle of
Fort Fizzle, that of complete
silence. Noted historian Fred
Almendinger says in his book,
“Holmes County, Ohio”, about

i Mennonite families were op-
posed to war for religious rea-
sons.

All the foreign elements,
while constituting good eitizen-
ry, falled in the one basic
requirement for unity: com-
|munication. Few  spoke
{understood English.

military service. .
Whether their rebellion stem-
med from a religious, political,
or humanitarian base, it was|
nevertheless a real basis for
objection to them. Instead of
taking up their picket signs and|
demonstrating out in the open,
the belligerent men of Holmes:
County took the logical course;
open to them and met in secret
in the “Castles” of the “Knights
of the Golden Circle”.

They and practi

the silence of the press, “The
Holmes County Farmer made
absolutely no mention whatso-
ever of the whole affair. When
we recall that between 500 and
1,000 men were involved, in a
small rural county whose total

or{population in that time was less
The|than 10,000, such a thing would
one important thing which unit-|constitute an event of
ed them was a hatred of the|importance. Yet the newspaper
Constriction Act requiring their

major

said nothing of the event”.

The following spring, “hHow-
ever, when the urgency of the
time had passed, the Holmes
County Farmer once mare ad-
vocated rebellion saying “Reve-
lution is our right and our duty,
and he who will not join in, is.a
coward, and only fit.to be.a
slave. The Holmes County. Be
publican, an opposition paper,
openly defended the admjnistra-
tion. With only a few Holmes
County supporters it was finaily
out, The ad for the

ey Orgi

military strategy in secret. Who
knows but what a few draft
cards might have been tossed|
on the evening fire had there!
been any.

The accounts of how the|
actual assault on the federal
officer, enlisting men for the
draft, took place are as numer-
ous as the people who fell them.
The Holmes County Library file
on the Battle of Fort Fizzle
contains accounts by men who
were actually there, relatives of
the rebels, and historians who
have studied all accounts.
Whether David Stuber actually
threw the stone at the enlisting
officer not knowing who he was,
is not really important.

What is relevant is the fact
that when people disagree with
what is imposed on them by
their government, they will
demonstrate, whether it be by|
picket signs and marches, or by
joining secret organizations and
carrying rifles.‘The rebels who
demonstrated against the draft
in 1863 are scarcely different
than the youth of today in their
demonstrations. Only the meth-
od differs. The resentment is
the same.

From the night, so many
years ago, that a prominent
Millersburg politician advised
his listeners to “throw away the

sale of the newspaper réad
“The Holmes County Repuhil-
can office will be sold on very
reasonable terms to amy man
who can reconcile himself to an
enomous copperhead locality”.
The editor, unable to fiod a
buyer, finally suspended pul
catfon. | i
There have been a.few
changes since the Battle of Fort
Fizzle, but basically much re-
mains the same. We still have
believers, and nonbelievers;
those who demonstrate openly
and those who work secretly;
those who will take = orders
without question and rebels wihio
agitate. o
Holmes County still .has men
'who will take up arms and fight
for their county and those who
will hide behind the Fort Fizle
stones of objection. The right of
a man to choose the means by
which he will express his rebel-
lion against what he believes
wrong should unquestionly be
his, We might not agree with
what a man says, but be should
have his right to say it; er in
modern {erms, to demonstrate
against it.

It's imteresting to note that
David Stuber who is credited
with throwing the stone at-the
draft officer and starting the
rebellion known as the Battle of

revolvers and get rifles 6 of
longer range, and you will not,
be troubled with the draft” to
the time of our modern student

Fort Fizie, went peacefully
'when drafted for military serv-
ice and served faithfully until
the end of the Civil War. | -
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